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Welcome back to all members of our school community after 

what I hope has been a relaxing and enjoyable break. On behalf 

of our students and staff, I would like to extend a warm 

welcome to our six new students who have enrolled at PLPS and 

are continuing their education at our school. 

 

Our term 4 is looking very busy with many activities planned as 

we seek to continue our focus on teaching and learning, and 

ensuring a successful conclusion to our full year back onsite at 

PLPS.  

 

For our year 6 students, it will be their final term of primary 

school learning before they embark on the next phase of their 

educational journey at their respective secondary schools. To 

commence their final term, most of our year 6 students set their 

alarms for an early start when they arrived at school last 

Monday at 6:30am to prepare for their departure to Canberra 

for their camp. The students and staff had a jammed packed 

week of interesting and fun experiences. As Principal, I was very 

proud to see and receive positive feedback from our staff team, 

our coach drivers and the workers at the attractions, about the 

manner in which our students conducted themselves when 

visiting the attractions and their interactions with the educators 

and guides. I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation 

to all staff members for the time and commitment they 

contributed to the camp. 

 

With the beginning of term 4, it is timely to reflect on the crucial 

importance of school attendance and punctuality. Our teachers 

and other support staff will continue to work with all families 

and our students to maximise their learning, growth and 

development for the remainder of the 2022 school year.  

 

One of the major influences on whether your child is likely to 

achieve their potential at school and then later in life, is their 

attendance patterns at school. Research indicates strongly that 

those students who are frequently absent or late to school are 

less likely to achieve the maximum potential with their learning. 

They are also at risk of becoming disconnected from their peers 

and this has the potential to impact upon their social 

development within our school community. 

 

Students who arrive late on a regular basis are missing out on 

important discussion time that often helps to link learning 

sequences together, as well as missing out on important 

conversations about the day’s learning program and instruction. 

Students who are frequently absent do not have the same 

opportunities to develop important teacher/student 

relationships which are a key feature of our student support. 

Also, students who are regularly late or absent may become 

socially disadvantaged as their friends and peers continue to 

develop friendship groups with others in their absence. Your 

child’s desire to be punctual and attend school will be 

influenced by many factors. Our school will continue to support 

all of our students and their families. If you are experiencing 

difficulties with your child around attending school, please 

contact the school so we can support you and continue to assist 

your child with their learning and development. 

 

You are the most important person in your child’s life and you 

can assist your child to be an excellent school attendee by: 

 

• helping your child to be organised with their time and 

being prepared for school 

• setting up routines around school mornings 

• aim to have your child at school every day, unless they 

are unwell 

• plan holidays during end of term breaks 

• instill the “value” of education by speaking about the 

importance of regular attendance 

• contact our school if you require support or assistance. 

 

Remember “Every Day Counts” . 

 

Congratulations to our PLPS All Star girls basketball Hooptime 

team. Last Friday the team competed at the regional finals in 

Dandenong and won their way through to the State Finals. The 

girls representing PLPS at the state finals on Monday, November 

21st are; Hannah Wilson, Abby Loftus, Peyton McCandless, 

Harper Lubbe, Jasmine Costigan, Kythea Nelio and Lillie Blacka. 

 

The beginning of term 4 does signify the need for all our 

students to be wearing their sunhats. The wearing of sunhats is 

an excellent habit to develop and one that we strongly 

encourage at school. Although our current weather is wet rather 

than sunny, I would ask all parents to assist us in developing this 

important life skill. If parents require a school sunhat for their 

child, they may be purchased from the PSW store in Officer or at 

the school office. 

 

A reminder our staff are participating in a common professional 

practice day on Tuesday, October 25th. Students do not attend 

school on this day. Our OSHClub will be operating a full day’s 

program to support our parents and families on this day. If you 

require this service you are encouraged to contact OSHClub on 

0438 559 017 to book your child’s place.   

 

 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 



Admin News 
  DIARY DATES 

 

Wednesday 19th October: Southern Metro Regional Athletics (selected students only) 
 

Monday 24th October -  Friday  4th November: Year 1 Swimming Program 
 

Tuesday 25th October: Student Free Day (students do not attend on this day) 
 

Tuesday 1st November: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (students do not attend on this day) 
 

Wednesday 2nd November: Prep Chesterfield Farm Excursion 
 

Wednesday 2nd November - Friday 4th November: Year 4 Somers Camp 
 

Monday 7th November - Thursday 10th November: Year 5 Beechworth Camp 
 

Monday 21st November: State Girls Basketball Hooptime Finals (selected students only) 

  
 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 
  

 

    We will be selling lemonade icy 
poles at lunch time on Fridays 

during term 4.   
 
 

Icy poles are $1.40 each and can 
be purchased from the Canteen. 

   

 

2023  
Prep Enrolments 

 

Enrolments for Prep 2023 are 
now open.  

 

Enrolment Packs for 2023 can 
be collected from the school    
office or by contacting the      

office on 5940 9532. 

Hats 
 

 
Hats are part of our school uniform in Term 4. 

 
It is strongly recommended that all students have their hats on when they play at 

recess and lunch time out in the yard.  
 

Please remember to label your hats too! 






















